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A short introductory walk to see our
natural heritage: Les Oulles du Diable!

The circuit will take you on a shaded ascent as
far as the traditional hamlet of Les Portes. After
that, you cross the Navette torrent and its giant
boiling devils’ cauldrons, the "Oulles du Diable",
across the Romanesque Oulles bridge.

The result of incredible natural forces, the Oulles
du Diable are one of the marvels of the
Valgaudemar valley. But take care with this
dangerous torrent.

Useful information

Practice : By walk

Duration : 3 h 30

Length : 3.4 km

Trek ascent : 197 m

Difficulty : Very easy

Type : Loop

Themes : Geology, History and
architecture

Les Oulles du Diable
Valgaudemar 

Pont des Oulles du Diable (Julien Guilloux) 
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Trek

Departure : La Chapelle-en-Valgaudemar
Markings :  PR 
Cities : 1. La Chapelle-en-Valgaudemar

Altimetric profile

Min elevation 1096 m Max elevation 1272 m

Go up to the village of Les Portes, then make for Pont des Oulles and descend as far
as the bridge. On the way back, follow the path along the right bank.

10/24/2026 • Les Oulles du Diable
2/6



On your path...

 Oules du diable (A)  Thatched house (B) 

 Pont des Oules (C)  Sundial by Rémy Potey (D) 
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Source

Maison du Tourisme du Champsaur et Valgaudemar 

http://www.champsaur-valgaudemar.com 

All useful information

 Advices 

The Oulles are dangerous. To make sure you have a safe visit, keep behind the
safety barriers along the footpath.

How to come ? 

Access

From St Firmin, take the D985a as far as the village of La Chapelle-en-
Valgaudemar.

Advised parking

Church car park
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On your path...

 Oules du diable (A) 

The word "oule" is from the Latin olla, which means CAULDRON
The Devil's Oules are made up of a series of waterfalls in a
narrow gorge. Over time, the water and the pebbles of the
Séveraisse river have eroded the hard rock. Spectacularly
shaped, polished cavities have been created by the swirling
movement. Barriers have been put up following mortal
accidents.

Attribution : Dominique Vincent - PNE

 Thatched house (B) 

Up to the end of the nineteenth century, thatch was widely
used as a roof covering, primarily in rural areas. The practice
then fell out of use, replaced by slate and tiling. Traditionally,
houses were built with materials gleaned from the local area:
stones were used for masonry and, in the mountains, rye was
used for the roofs. The construction of a thatch roof required
local skills that were traditionally handed down through
generations of thatchers. The straw is threshed, sifted, combed
and tied into bundles (called a cleu in the Valgaudemar) before
being installed on a wooden structure. It is laid in such a way as
to shed rainwater and this helps prevent rotting. A wooden bat
is used to beat the straw in order to give the roof the desired
shape. The thickness of this covering varies from 25 to 40 cm
and it also offers significant heat insulation. This house,
situated in the hamlet of Les Portes, has been restored using
reeds from Camargue.

Attribution : PNE - Vincent Dominique
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 Pont des Oules (C) 

Located uphill from the village of La Chapelle, the Oules du
Diable form a very narrow and deeply incised ravine, through
which the Navette mountain stream flows to join the Séveraisse
in a succession of waterfalls with a total drop of 300 metres.
Over millennia, the erosive force of the mountain stream has
carved these oules out of the very hard rock. The word comes
from the Latin Olla meaning cooking pot or cauldron. Thought
to be of Roman construction, the stone bridge spans over these
characteristic Oules. After some fatal accidents, guardrails have
been installeds.

Attribution : Collection PNE

 Sundial by Rémy Potey (D) 

A real open-air museum piece in the rural landscape, the
pictorial art of the sundial aims to foster silence and to be
accessible to all. For walkers today and for travellers yesterday.
A sundial is a call to reflection and meditation, visible in all its
magnificence on religious buildings or carefully hidden, in the
little streets of a mountain village. The the Hautes-Alpes
department, with its sun-rich climate, has the highest
concentration of this example of the people’s art. Today,
through the work of the sundial maker Rémy Potey, chamois
and golden eagles can be beside the imaginary birds of the
mysterious and famous Zarbula, the 19th century Piedmont
artist.
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