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(stage of the GR 54)
Vallouise - L'Argentière-la-Bessée 

Le vallon du Fournel (Thierry Maillet - PNE) 
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We set off on the first stage of this great
adventure towards Col de la Pousterle
with its panoramic view over the
Fournel valley.

It's the big day. A backpack is a hiker's best
friend, as long as you haven't forgotten
anything! L'Argentière-la-Bessée is really worth
exploring on foot, with its rich heritage of
treasures. And in fact this first stage is a short
one, so you can make the most of it. The GR54
trail will reveal all its secrets later. A gentle
climb into the forest gives you a chance to take
in the panorama over the Fournel valley and the
south of the Durance valley. The first stop on
this grand tour of the Ecrins is a haven of peace
that is hidden from view. A little piece of
paradise with a glimpse of the next day's long
stage: Le Pas de la Cavale. But for now, the
living is easy and it is time to welcome you to
this adventure that leaves no one who
experiences it totally unchanged...

Useful information

Practice : By walk 

Duration : 6 h 

Length : 15.1 km 

Trek ascent : 850 m 

Difficulty : Medium 

Type : Stage 

Themes : Flora, Hut, Pass 
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Trek

Departure : L’Argentière-la-Bessée
Arrival : Col de La Pousterle, Les
Vigneaux
Markings :  PR 
Cities : 1. L'Argentière-la-Bessée
2. Les Vigneaux
3. Puy-Saint-Vincent
4. Vallouise-Pelvoux

Altimetric profile

 
Min elevation 967 m Max elevation 1767 m

From L'Argentière station (990 m), take Avenue C. de Gaulle (south) towards Saint-
Jean’s chapel (to your right when the station is behind you). Carry on along Rue du
Château and pass the Silver Mine Museum. Follow the road as far as the Magdeleine
bridge (998 m).

Cross the Fournel mountain stream and head for Col d'Anon and Col des Lauzes.
Walk along the Fournel for 100 m and at the fork take the road to the left. A
small footpath crosses the canal and goes up to the Bois de Champ Pelbaud
under the crest of the Rortie. At the next intersection (1 132 m), take the path
to the right. Do the same at the following intersection. The path is panoramic,
looking down on the road opposite and joining it at a bridge over the Fournel (1
301 m).
Cut across the loop in the road, go over a footbridge (EDF), leave the road
behind you and stay on the right bank until you reach the bridge (1 350 m),
where there is a car park. Cross the Fournel and follow the road to Champ
Didier. There a footpath replaces the road and, after a few hairpin bends, you
rejoin the road that goes around Les Clausas. Follow the road for a few bends
and soon you will leave the road and take a footpath as far as La Pousterle gîte
(1 750 m).

1. 

2. 
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On your path...
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All useful information

 Advices 

The first day is very short, so feel free to take the time to explore L'Argentière.
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Environmental sensitive areas
Along your trek, you will go through sensitive areas related to the presence of a
specific species or environment. In these areas, an appropriate behaviour allows to
contribute to their preservation. For detailed information, specific forms are
accessible for each area. 

Peregrine falcon

Sensitivity period: February, March, April, May, June

Contact: Parc National des Écrins
Julien Charron
julien.charron@ecrins-parcnational.fr

Nidification du Faucon pèlerin.

Les pratiques qui peuvent avoir une interaction avec le Faucon pèlerin en période de
nidification sont principalement le vol libre et les pratiques verticales ou en falaise,
comme l'escalade ou l'alpinisme. Merci d'éviter cette zone !

En cas de survol merci de rester au-dessus de 2140m d’altitude à une distance de
300m sol.

Au site dit de Grand Bois, le couple de faucons a retrouvé son aire de prédilection
dans le secteur "flamme de pierre" ; à éviter donc.

http://www.ecrins-parcnational.fr/actualite/amis-grimpeurs-attention-aux-pelerins-
voies?fbclid=IwAR2Z8hX_38vpdW3mS499aRnY08jarhfm-5-
eNV8K29k3WB3q3Ik2US_Alec

Short-toed snake eagle

Sensitivity period: March, April, May, June, July, August, September

Contact: Parc National des Écrins
Julien Charron
julien.charron@ecrins-parcnational.fr

Nidification du Circaète-Jean-le-Blanc

Les pratiques qui peuvent avoir une interaction avec le Circaète-Jean-le-Blanc en
période de nidification sont principalement les pratiques aériennes comme le vol
libre ou le vol motorisé.

Merci d’essayer d’éviter la zone ou de rester à un distance minimale de 300m sol
quand vous la survolez soit 1850m d'altitude !

Short-toed snake eagle

Sensitivity period: March, April, May, June, July, August, September
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Source

 

Parc national des Ecrins 

https://www.ecrins-parcnational.fr 

Contact: Parc National des Écrins
Julien Charron
julien.charron@ecrins-parcnational.fr

Nidification du Circaète-Jean-le-Blanc

Les pratiques qui peuvent avoir une interaction avec le Circaète-Jean-le-Blanc en
période de nidification sont principalement les pratiques aériennes comme le vol
libre ou le vol motorisé.

Merci d’essayer d’éviter la zone ou de rester à un distance minimale de 300m sol
quand vous la survolez soit 1900m d'altitude !
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